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pleasing hour with him 'who gladdened life.3 She looked very
well, talked of her husband with complacency, and while she
cast her eyes on his portrait, which hung over the chimney-
piece, said, that 'death was now the most agreeable object to
her.5
We were all in fine spirits; and I whispered to Mrs Bos-
cawen, *I believe this is as much as can be made of life.' In
addition to a splendid entertainment, we were regaled with
Lichfield ale, which had a peculiar appropriated value. Sir
Joshua, and Dr Burney, and I, drank cordially of it to Dr
Johnson's health; and though he would not join us, he as
cordially answered, 'Gentlemen, I wish you all as well as you
do me.'
The general effect of this day dwells upon my mind in
fond remembrance; but I do not find much conversation re-
corded. What I have preserved shall be faithfully given.
Sir Joshua Reynolds praised Mudge's Sermons. JOHN-
SON. 'Mudge's Sermons are good, but not practical. He
grasps more sense than he can hold; he takes more com
than he can make into meal; he opens a wide prospect, but it
is so distant, it is indistinct. I love Blair's Sermons. Though
the dog is a Scotchman, and a Presbyterian, and every thing
he should not be, I was the first to praise them. Such was my
candour,' (smiling.) MRS BOSGAWEN. 'Such his great merit
to get the better of all your prejudices.' JOHNSON. *Why,
Madam, let us compound the matter; let us ascribe it to my
candour, and his merit.'
In the evening we had a large company in the drawing-
room.
Talking of a very respectable authour, [Dr John Camp-
bell] he told us a curious circumstance in his life, which was,
that he had married a printer's devil. REYNOLDS. 'A prin-
ter's devil, Sir! Why, I thought a printer's devil was a crea-
ture with a black face and in rags.' JOHNSON. Tes, Sir. But
I suppose, he had her face washed, and put clean clothes on
her. (Then looking very serious, and very earnest.) And she
did not disgrace him; the woman had a bottom of good
sense.9 The word bottom thus introduced, was so ludicrous
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